WAR OFFICE AND ALDERSHOT
which beat the Command in July, 1914, lost their lives in the
war.
Those three years, 1911-14, as Brigade-Major and Company
Commander at Aldershot, were full of interest. Training
was at its highest. It was real hard work often night and
day. Very good practical schemes were carried out, and I
doubt if there was ever a better trained or better disciplined
Force than the Army of that day. We little thought then how
soon it was to be tested. Nothing except a very highly
trained and disciplined Force could have fought on as that
Force did at Mons and Le Gateau, or could have carried out
that retreat in the way those men carried it out. We must
remember that the soldier of that day had only his rifle to
rely on, and a very few machine-guns in each battalion; in
addition the soldier had to carry his kit. Whilst giving full
credit to the soldier of to-day we must not forget the soldier
of 1914, who by his pluck and accurate rifle-shooting held
back the Germans at the First Battle of Ypres. As one looks
back now on the present war one remembers how glad we
were in the early days that our B.E.F. had been safely landed
and established alongside our French Allies and ready to be
used should the Germans overrun the Belgians as in 1914.
We little thought that the action or want of action by our
French and Belgian Allies was soon to involve the B.E.F. in
that terrible and historic Retreat on Dunkirk and the Coast to
which I shall refer later. At-any rate the pluck and spirit of
the British soldier of 1914 was clearly shown again in 1940.